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Abstract

The aim of this study was to present a model for the role of social space in the
competitiveness of sports press. A qualitative research method with a thematic
analysis approach was selected. The statistical population included human
resources (academic experts: professors of sports management and media
management from universities, and executive experts: sports journalists, sports
writers, and managers of media and sports press) and informational resources
(scientific, library, and related media resources), encompassing 18 individuals and
33 documents. Samples were purposefully selected based on reaching theoretical
saturation. The research tools included semi-structured exploratory interviews and
systematic library studies. The validity of the tools was assessed and confirmed
based on practical competence, legal and scientific validity of the samples, expert
opinions, and agreement between coders. Data analysis was conducted using multi-
stage conceptual coding (open, focused, and axial). The final conceptual framework
comprised 81 components, 32 dimensions, 14 perspectives, and 5 levels. The levels
and perspectives were determined based on the influence and susceptibility among
their sub-variables, including contextual factors, the role of online space, systemic
factors, and consequential factors in the competitiveness of sports press in the
online environment. According to the findings, sports press must employ necessary
strategies to enter the virtual space, utilize media capabilities, train and empower
human resources, adopt modern technology, engage in advertising and marketing,
brand building, and support sports teams and clubs. These actions enable them to
maintain continuous activity on social networks, provide real-time sports news with
practical analyses to their audience, and create a competitive advantage.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

In recent years, the important issue has been emphasized in the literature of management and strategic marketing,
which is defined as competitiveness. Where industrial organization theorists consider environmental factors to be the
dominant and determining factors of competitiveness, the first person among these theorists is Bain who expressed
his theory in 1968. According to Porter's model, the main unit of analysis is the industry. In this regard, he believes
that the profitability of companies depends on the attractiveness of the industry and the relative position of the
company in the industry. According to this model, if the strategy makes the organization perform activities that are
different and distinct from the competitors, then the core competencies facilitate the possibility of choosing variety
and differentiation and cause the organization to gain a competitive advantage (Tunchia, 2003). Michael Porter (1985)
is one of the first to raise the issue of competitiveness. He has paid attention to competitiveness at three levels: national,
industry and company. Competitive power is the amount of value that a company is able to create compared to other
competitors In other words, the competitive advantage is the values that the company can offer to the customers in
such a way that these values are higher than the customer's costs. The concept of competitive power is directly related
to the values desired by the customer, so that in a comparative spectrum, the closer the values offered by an
organization are to the desired values of the customer, it can be said that the organization is better than its competitors
in one or Some competitive criteria have superiority and strength (Mehri and Khodadad Hosseini, 2013). Of course,
competitiveness includes concepts such as productivity, innovation, effectiveness, consumer satisfaction, and so on,
in the sense that every company can combine available resources, such as capital, labor, and technology, in the best
possible way, and It will supply the right products or services to the market, it will be more successful in the
competitive environment and will guarantee its life cycle. The company's resources include all kinds of assets,
capabilities, organizational processes, information, knowledge, etc These resources can be considered in three
categories: tangible, intangible and organizational capabilities (Applebaum et al., 2000). From Hitt's (1999) point of
view, national competitiveness is the amount of production of goods and services that a country can enter international
markets. At the same time, it will increase the real income of its citizens or at least prevent its decrease.

METHODOLOGY

The research method of this study is qualitative research. Also, the theme analysis method was used based on
systematic library study and systematic interview. The statistical population of this department included two human
societies and the information society (scientific, documentary and library resources). The human part of the statistical
population included scientific experts (professors of sports management (knowledgeable in the field of media and
sports press) and media management of universities) and executive experts (sports reporters and sports writers and
media managers and sports press) who were interviewed. Sampling in the qualitative part was done in a theoretical
and judgmental way (based on criteria such as expertise, related experience, etc.). The estimation of the number of
samples was based on the theoretical saturation of the extracted components of the research. The basis for determining
the statistical population was based on the method of Muller et al. (2009). The information society also included
library and scientific sources, executive and legal reports and documents, and media sources and archives. The
statistical sample of this section includes 45 copies based on reaching the theoretical saturation of the research
framework and was selected using the theoretical and judgmental sampling method. A semi-exploratory (semi-
structured) interview tool was used along with its complementary library study. The interview was conducted with a
qualitative sample. In the library study section, extraction of components was done by examining the basics and
background through the study of documents, books and articles including internal and external sources. The validity
of this section was based on the individual competence of the interviewed sample and the content validity of the
framework (by 3 sports management researchers) and the agreement of the coders (two expert sports management
researchers). Interviews were conducted based on a previously designed analytical framework. In the interview
section, by providing feedback to the interviewees and putting them on the path of the research in a way that does not
affect the way they answer, it was done in order to increase the internal validity. In addition, after conducting each
interview, the pattern obtained up to that stage was presented and if the interviewee had any points regarding the
pattern, it was discussed. This was done after conducting the interview so that the interview would be free of any
preconceptions and orientation. Since the reliability component refers to the extent of reproducibility of the research
findings and in conducting qualitative studies, the researcher interprets the subject under study. The work of collecting
data continued until the researcher made sure that the continuation of the work did not add anything new to his
knowledge. After conducting 15 interviews over a period of four months, the data analysis indicated that no new data
was added to the previous data; Because a high percentage of the data extracted from the last interviews was repeated.
Therefore, upon reaching the theoretical saturation limit, the interviews were ended. Qualitative researchers use the
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terms acceptability, transferability and verifiability instead of validity and validity. The validity of the transcript of
the library study and the interview tool was first evaluated using experts' opinions. Then it was checked through the
validity methods of coding and the agreement of the correctors. The analysis method used three stages of coding to
categorize the identified components. Coding was done using previous studies and expert opinion. The research model
was drawn as a conceptual system framework based on the identified relationships. Simultaneously with the collection
of data, the work of analyzing them in three stages of coding also started. After extracting the codes, they were
classified; Continuous comparison reveals the differences and similarities between these codes; The classes are
separated or merged so that the theory is formed in the process of this process. Available sources and texts are also
used in the process of completing the theory.

RESULTS
The purpose of the qualitative findings of the research included two parts of the coding framework of the findings and

the conceptual model of the research. The qualitative part has been conducted and reported in order to answer the first
four research questions. The findings of the research, which were extracted from the statistical population using the
tools, were arranged in the form of a conceptual framework after the coding process. The identified factors have the
most repetitions in the sources and the most relevance to the nature and structure of the subject, has been reported.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
The factors of sports press competition in the online space included the drivers and challenges of the sports press

competition in the social online space. The drivers of the competitiveness of the sports press in the online social space
include; The transformation of the sports media environment and the transformation of the sports media system. The
challenges of sports press competition in the online social space including themes; The interventions of sports virtual
media competitions and adjusting the challenges of sports competitiveness. In this regard, the sports press should keep
in mind the digital transformation of the media and the digitalization of the online social space of sports and try to
develop themselves in this direction and use the developments of the digital age for the effectiveness and improvement
of their competition. The growth of media knowledge and technology, especially in the sports media, should become
an opportunity for the press to cooperate and understand with the media and to introduce themselves to the users
through the media. Social media has gained a lot of influence among the people and its users and has surpassed the
official sports media, and for this reason, it is necessary for the sports press to develop its position and compete with
other press, to have serious and continuous activity in social media and to increase its sports audience. give Also, the
growth of sports pages and content in the online social space and the evolution of media environment laws and their
effects on sports, such as broadcast and copyright laws, also make the press able to follow their sports activities in
online social spaces in a practical way and in compliance with the relevant laws.
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Figure 1. Network of research themes (main and subthemes)
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Figure 2. Conceptual leveling of identified themes
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Figure 3. Transforming the theme network into a qualitative conceptual structural model
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